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How to Use This Book

Teachers, historians, researchers, students, and the author collaborated to design
and write Montana: Stories of the Land. Its outline follows a plan thoughtfully laid
out by a group of Montana history teachers in a meeting led by historian Dave
Walter in 1999. At that meeting, the teacher-advisors laid out their specifications for
a textbook that would fill their needs in a variety of classrooms across the state.

Those teacher-advisors asked for several specific things: a book that would
cover anclent history up to the present; an engaging, easy-to-read narrative that
did not shy away from controversial topics; a point of view that included American
Indians, women, minorities, and children; information to help new teachers gain
perspective into Montana’s story; an emphasis on youth and their experiences in
Montana; the inclusion of chapter objectives, timelines, and end-of-chapter review
material; and the rich use of maps and historic photographs.

They also noted that since every teacher will not be able to teach every chap-
ter, each chapter should be able to stand alone. If you notice repetition between
chapters and in the end-of-chapter material, it is because some important topics
are relevant to multiple periods of our history.

We recognize that there is some controversy over the use of American Indian,
Native American, Amerindians, First Peoples, and other terms to describe the indig-
enous peoples of this region. Our advisors guided us to use the term American
Indian because that is how the native people of this land were identified in the U.S.
Constitution. Many other institutions, like the Smithsonian Institution’s National
Museumn of the American Indian and the American Indian College Fund, also
puzzled over this decision, and we decided to remain consistent with their choice.
But we join the Office of Public Instruction’s Indian Education staff in reminding
teachers that it is always best to use specific tribal names whenever possible.

You will find two kinds of vocabulary words here. Technical terms relevant to
i the chapter topic appear in brown, boldface type, followed by the definition. These
§ . Wwords also appear in the glossary at the back of the book. Vocabulary extension
1t words appear in black, boldface type and are defined only within the chapter
text, Similarly, the timeline uses two colors. Events that are covered in the current
chapter are listed in white; events that are happening outside of Montana, that

e dliscussed in other chapters, or that are included to provide context are listed
- In yellow.

; th'A last note: OQur understanding of history continues to evolve. Thus, we offer
':thls book not as final statement on Montana history but as a doorway, opening
'€ portal toward many ways of learning.
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